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A German court has convicted 
a man of hostage-taking and 
other charges after he drove 
on to the tarmac at Hamburg 
airport with his four-year-old 
daughter last year. 

He was sentenced to 12 
years in prison. The Hamburg 
state court also convicted the 
defendant of removal of a child, 
intentional bodily harm and 
possessing ammunition. 

Witnesses said the 
defendant broke through a 
gate, fired in the air and threw 
incendiary devices before 
parking under a plane. AP  

Man jailed over 
airport hostage

GERMANY

Iran’s Supreme Leader has called 
for “maximum” voter turnout in 
Friday’s presidential election and 
denounced politicians whom he 
 described as being “attached to the 
United States”.

While not naming any candi-
dates, the comments by Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
appeared to directly undercut the 
candidacy of the race’s sole reform-
ist candidate, heart surgeon Masoud 
Pezeshkian, 69. 

In recent speeches, Mr Pezeshkian 
has urged Iran to return to the 2015 
nuclear deal and increase its out-
reach to the West. AP
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strong turnout
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US pressured over action 
against China’s Covid jab
By Gareth Jones 
IN MANILA

The Philippines is seeking clarifica-
tion from Washington about a secret 
US propaganda operation that aimed 
to cast doubt among Filipinos about 
Chinese vaccines at the height of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, a foreign minis-
try official said yesterday. 

An investigation by the Reuters 
news agency published this month 
detailed how the Pentagon ran a clan-
destine influence campaign in 2020 
and 2021 to denigrate the Sinovac 
vaccine and other pandemic aid from 
China across the developing world. 

The effort was intended to coun-

Propaganda 
threat as rubbish 
balloons restart

ter what Washington saw as Chi-
na’s growing geopolitical influence 
around the world, including South 
East Asia. 

It began under former president 
Donald Trump and ended months 
after Joe Biden took office. 

“We have not received an official 
and formal response yet on any con-
firmation, denial or anything. We are 
waiting on that. We continue to… 
ask for information,” the Philippines 
foreign affairs assistant secretary, 
Jose Victor Chan-Gonzaga, told 
the US Senate Foreign Relations 
 Committee, which is investigating 
the campaign. 

A senior Defence Department of-
ficial cited in the 14 June report ac-
knowledged that the US military had 
engaged in secret propaganda to dis-
parage China’s vaccine. REUTERS
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By Amanda Seitz 
IN WASHINGTON

The US surgeon general has declared 
gun violence a public health crisis, 
driven by the fast-growing number 
of related injuries and deaths. 

The advisory, issued by Dr Vivek 
Murthy, came as the US grappled 
with another summer weekend 
marked by mass shootings that left 

dozens of people dead or wounded. 
“People want to be able to walk 
through their neighbourhoods and be 
safe,” said Dr Murthy, one of the most 
senior US health officials.

“America should be a place where 
all of us can go to school, go to work, 
go to the supermarket, go to our 
house of worship, without having to 
worry that that’s going to put our life 
at risk.” 

Dr Murthy called on the US to ban 
automatic rifles, introduce universal 
background checks for purchasing 
guns, regulate the industry, pass laws 
that would restrict their use in public 
spaces and penalise people who fail to 
safely store their weapons. 

He said there is “broad agreement” 
that gun violence is a problem. More 
than 48,000 Americans died from 
gun injuries in 2022. AP
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Minister bailed in 
corruption case
Delhi chief minister Arvind 
Kejriwal was left in pre-trial 
detention yesterday after a 
court agreed to bail in an alleged 
corruption case.  

India’s federal financial crime-
fighting agency arrested Mr 
Kejriwal, a fierce critic of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, in 
March on claims relating to the 
city’s alcohol policy – accusations 
he has denied and said are 
politically motivated. REUTERS

INDIA

Flooding kills 
24 in Abidjan
Flooding and landslides in Côte 
d’Ivoire’s largest city, Abidjan, have 
left at least 24 people dead following 
a week of heavy rains. 

Flood-related deaths are not un-
common in the West African nation 
during the rainy season. 

But according to the Ivorian 
meteorological  agency, the recent 
rainfall was particularly violent with 
more than 200mm falling in some dis-
tricts – four times the usual amount 
in a day. AP

CÔTE D’IVOIRE

Animal workers 
to get bird flu jabs 
Finland plans to offer pre-emptive 
bird flu vaccination as soon as 
next week to some workers with 
exposure to animals, health 
authorities have said, making it 
the first country to do so.

The country has bought 
vaccines for 10,000 people, who 
will each get two jabs, as part 
of a joint EU procurement of 
up to 40 million doses for 15 
nations from manufacturer CSL 
Seqirus. REUTERS

FINLAND

Anett Rios

Eduardo Viciana taught 
himself to blow glass using the 
most basic of tools and raw 
materials, making him one of a 
handful of artisans to master 
the art in Cuba.

Mr Viciana toils daily at 
his trade, heating his glass 
in three handmade brick 
ovens, then blowing them into 
exquisite and colourful forms 
for use as lamps, ceiling lights, 
sculptures and containers.

“There is no tradition of 
glass-blowing in the country,” 
he said. “Everything we do 
here is self-taught. We design 
our equipment and the tools.”

Glass-blowing is an art form 

that involves inflating molten 
glass into a bubble with a 
blowpipe, a practice that dates 
back at least 2,000 years.

To create an object, pieces 
of glass are placed inside a 
handmade brick oven to melt. 
The artist then uses a blowpipe 
and tongs to give the piece 
its shape.

In Cuba, even a corner 
hardware store is a rarity due 
to a grinding economic crisis 
that has led to widespread 
shortages. Mr Viciana said 
he uses scraps of glass from 
anywhere he can find them.

His recycled glass, 
transformed into art, is now 
exhibited in the Spanish 
embassy in Cuba, in the 
National Capitol building, 
Havana’s Grand Theatre and 
in the stained glass windows of 
local churches. REUTERS

The Pentagon tried to discredit the 
Sinovac vaccine from China in 2020

By Hyung-Jin Kim 
IN SEOUL

South Korea threatened 
to restart anti-Pyongyang 
frontline propaganda broadcasts 
yesterday after North Korea 
resumed launches of balloons 
carrying rubbish. 

On Monday, North Korea 
floated huge balloons carrying 
bags of rubbish across the border 
in its fifth such campaign since 
late May – an apparent response 
to South Korean activists flying 
political leaflets via balloons.

In a speech marking a Korean 
War anniversary yesterday, 
South Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol called North Korea’s 
balloon activities “a despicable 
and irrational provocation”. 

South Korea’s military said 
North Korea floated about 350 
balloons in its latest campaign, 
and about 100 of them landed. AP 

Drugs just 
aren’t 
cricket
Students carry 
placards featuring 
Indian cricketers at  
an anti-drug rally 
in Hyderabad. The 
event, organised 
by Telangana state, 
came ahead of today’s 
International Day 
Against Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Trafficking. 
MAHESH KUMAR A/AP


